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AGENDA 8.3

IMPROVING HEALTHY OCEAN 
ECOSYSTEMS THROUGH 

BEST PRACTICES AND FISHING GEAR 
INNOVATIONS

Refers to WP. 5.3
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In Southeast Asia, 

❖Fisheries sector plays an 

important role for food security, 

❖contributes to economic and 

social betterment, to the 

nutrition and wellbeing of the 

peoples;

❖>20 million persons employed 

in fisheries-related industries;
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81.1 

million 
ton

❖In 2015, world’s 

top 20 marine 

capture fisheries; 

✓ID: 6.03 million ton

✓VN: 2.61 million ton

✓PH:1.95 million ton

✓TH:1.50 million ton

✓MY:1.49 million ton

✓MM:1.09million ton 
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However, the 
perceived lack of 
selectivity of fishing net 
and the resultant 

capture of huge 
quantities and diversity 
of non-target species 
threatens fish stocks 
regionally, reduces 

biodiversity, alters the 
ecosystem functioning, 
and jeopardizes the 
food security and 
livelihoods of people in 

long term. 
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Coupled with its significant 

effect on the environment as 

overfishing jeopardizes the food 

security and livelihoods of 

people. 



The 3rd Meeting of the Regional Scientific and Technical Committee for 
the SEAFDEC/UNEP/GEF Project on Establishment and Operation of a Regional System of Fisheries Refugia in the South 
China Sea and Gulf of Thailand, 5th – 7th February 2020, Classic Hoang Long Hotel, Hai Phong City, Viet Nam

RSTC3

• Considering the Environmental 

damage caused by fishing especially 

traditional trawlers that about 40,000 

(2014) are still active 

• Trawl fishing and other destructive 

fishing practices directly impact the 

degradation of the bottom/seabed 

habitats, spread of marine plastic 

debris from lost or abandoned nets, 

and occurrence of microplastics, as 

well as increased emission of CO2 into 

the air.
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To solve these problems, SEAFDEC with the support from the

UNEP has drafted the Concept Note in cooperation with ASEAN

Member States through the Refugia Project with aims to seek

the international donors either Green Climate Funds or GEF-7.

The objective is 

improving healthy ocean ecosystems through 

the best practices and fishing gear 

innovations in the Southeast Asia.
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The project design consists of four main actions that are 

urgently needed: 

1) Promotion of effective fisheries management policies, 

2) Development of innovative technology and capacity 

building, 

3) Enhancement fisheries resources and rehabilitation of 

the seabed habitats, and 

4) Strengthening national and regional cooperation and 

coordination. 
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Given that, the enormous 

impacts of destructive 

fishing practices particularly 

bottom trawl fishing on the 

health of the oceans should 

be impeded, particularly the 

alterations caused on the 

seabed habitats and in 

marine biodiversity on the 

continental shelf of 

Southeast Asia (Sunda Shelf). 
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• GAP ANALYSIS ARE BASED ON 
REVIEWING ~150 RESEARCH PAPERS

• 1ST DRAFT WAS ADDRESSED AT RSTC2 
AND PSC2 FOR COMMENTS

• THE AMENDED 2ND DRAFT ADDRESS AT 
THE RSTC3 FOR TECHNICAL COMMENTS;

• SEAFDEC WILL PROPOSE FOR  
CONSIDERATION AND SUPPORT AT THE 
52TH COUNCIL MEETING

• FULL PROPOSAL WILL BE FURTHER 
DISCUSSED WITH COUNTRIES BEFORE 
SUBMISSION TO UNEP

• LETTER OF “NO OBJECTION” FROM 
COUNTRY ARE NEEDED FOR FURTHER 
SUBMISSION TO DONORS

• BUDGET REQUIRE : 50M USD


